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Abstract: Disadvantaged students face numerous challenges in vocational education, particularly in
skill development, often lacking necessary resources and opportunities. Labor education, as a
practice-based educational form, plays a crucial role in promoting the vocational skills of
disadvantaged students. This study starts by defining labor education, exploring its development,
characteristics, and its intrinsic connection with vocational skill development. It provides an in-depth
analysis of how labor education promotes the enhancement of vocational skills among disadvantaged
students, particularly in constructing knowledge systems, cultivating practical abilities, and shaping
professional qualities. Additionally, the article discusses the role of labor education in improving skill
proficiency, fine-tuned abilities, and personalized skill adaptability. The findings indicate that labor
education not only strengthens the basic vocational abilities of disadvantaged students but also
promotes their overall development of comprehensive qualities. Finally, the article suggests directions
for the future development of labor education in vocational skill training and calls for the education
system to pay more attention to the personalized development and innovative capacity building of
disadvantaged students.
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Introduction

With the growing demand for skilled professionals in society, vocational education plays an
important role in training students with practical and innovative capabilities. However, disadvantaged
students, due to their family background and limited social resources, are often at a disadvantage in
vocational skill development. Labor education, as an educational method combining collective and
individual labor experiences, can compensate for the shortcomings of traditional classroom learning for
disadvantaged students, especially in developing basic vocational skills, enhancing practical abilities,
and shaping professional qualities. Therefore, exploring the role of labor education in promoting the
vocational skill development of disadvantaged students is of significant theoretical value and practical
importance. This study aims to analyze how labor education, through systematic practical training and
professional quality cultivation, promotes the comprehensive enhancement of vocational skills among
disadvantaged students and discusses its adaptability and innovation in the modern vocational
education system.

1. The Connotation and Characteristics of Labor Education for Disadvantaged Students
1.1 Definition and Development of Labor Education for Disadvantaged Students

Labor education for disadvantaged students refers to an educational approach aimed at
economically disadvantaged student groups, through labor practice and vocational skill training, to
cultivate their basic labor skills, professional qualities, and sense of social responsibility. The core goal
is to help disadvantaged students acquire necessary vocational abilities and social adaptability through
practical labor experience, laying the foundation for their future employment and personal
development.

Historically, labor education originated from the universal recognition of the value of labor. In the
traditional education system, it primarily focused on physical labor and basic skill development. With
the changing social demands, labor education gradually merged with vocational education, forming
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diversified teaching content and methods. Especially in modern education systems, the connotation of
labor education has deepened, focusing on students' autonomy and creativity, emphasizing the
integration of theory and practice, and cultivating composite talents with practical ability and
innovative spirit. In the case of disadvantaged students, the purpose of labor education is more focused,
aiming to compensate for their lack of academic resources and social experience through practical
operations and skill training, thereby enhancing their future employment competitiveness.

1.2 Characteristics of Labor Education for Disadvantaged Students

Labor education for disadvantaged students has distinct characteristics, mainly reflected in the
special nature of the educational object, the practicality and operability of the educational form, and the
long-term and progressive nature of the educational process. First, the family background and resource
scarcity of disadvantaged students determine that the content and form of labor education must be
targeted. In addition to vocational skill training, labor education also focuses on cultivating the
psychological qualities of disadvantaged students, helping them build confidence and enhance
self-awareness.

Second, labor education emphasizes practicality and operability, combining classroom teaching
with on-site practice. Students participate in actual labor, gaining skills and experience and improving
their problem-solving abilities and adaptability in real-life situations. This helps students transform
knowledge into practical skills.™]

Finally, labor education for disadvantaged students has a long-term and progressive nature. As
education deepens, their labor abilities and vocational skills gradually improve, so labor education is
not just short-term skill training, but an ongoing, deepening process that focuses on students' long-term
career development abilities. These characteristics make labor education for disadvantaged students
more effective and sustainable.

1.3 The Intrinsic Connection Between Labor Education and Vocational Skill Development

There is a deep intrinsic connection between labor education and vocational skill development,
mainly reflected in the following aspects. First, labor education serves as a foundational link in
vocational skill training. By strengthening practical training, it allows students to operate in real or
simulated work environments, mastering essential skills and technical knowledge. Compared to
traditional theoretical education, labor education encourages students to understand and apply learned
knowledge through hands-on practice, cultivating their actual work capabilities.

Second, labor education is not only skill training but also a comprehensive cultivation of students'
overall qualities. In the process of labor education, students not only learn operational skills but also
develop time management, teamwork, problem-solving, and other professional qualities. Thus, labor
education promotes vocational skill development while helping students establish good professional
behavior standards and work attitudes.

Lastly, labor education fosters innovation and self-learning ability, promoting vocational skill
development. In the course of practical labor, students often face changing work tasks, providing them
with opportunities to solve problems creatively, which helps develop their innovative thinking and
adaptability, further enhancing their vocational skills.

2. Mechanism Analysis of Labor Education's Role in Improving Vocational Skills for
Disadvantaged Students

2.1 Labor Education and the Construction of Vocational Skill Knowledge Systems

Labor education plays a crucial foundational role in the vocational skill improvement of
disadvantaged students, with its primary function being to help students build a systematic vocational
skill knowledge base. Compared to traditional classroom teaching, labor education not only focuses on
the practical operation of skills but also provides in-depth theoretical guidance, enabling students to
understand and master the theoretical principles, work processes, and relevant technical standards
behind the skills they perform. Disadvantaged students often lack solid theoretical foundations and
systematic vocational knowledge, making it difficult for them to understand and apply concepts during
practical operations. Labor education bridges this knowledge gap by closely integrating theory with



practice, helping students establish a complete knowledge system and laying a solid foundation for
their future vocational skill development.!

In practice, labor education teaches core knowledge closely related to professions, such as basic
techniques, industry standards, and tool usage, ensuring that students can efficiently and correctly
complete tasks in real-world operations. The learning of theoretical knowledge not only enhances
students' understanding of vocational technology but also improves the accuracy and scientific nature
of their practical skills. Furthermore, labor education through repetitive practice allows students to
continually apply the theoretical knowledge they have learned in daily work, deepening their
understanding and helping them flexibly handle complex situations in actual work scenarios. Over time,
students' theoretical knowledge and practical skills merge, achieving a comprehensive enhancement
from basic operational skills to higher-level vocational abilities, demonstrating the profound role of
labor education in constructing knowledge systems.

2.2 The Role of Labor Education in Cultivating Practical Abilities

Labor education plays a profound role in cultivating the practical abilities of disadvantaged students,
especially in the context of society's increasing emphasis on practical skills. Labor education differs
from traditional classroom teaching by immersing students in real work environments, helping them
transform book knowledge into concrete operational skills. During this process, disadvantaged students
experience the challenges and complexities of work through actual tasks, which helps them enhance
their practical abilities as they solve problems. Labor education not only improves students' proficiency
in operational skills but also develops their ability to analyze problems and respond to complex tasks.
Particularly in high-pressure and high-challenge work scenarios, students can gradually improve their
efficiency and accuracy in problem-solving through continuous practice and adjustment.

Through continuous labor practice, students’ professional skills become more refined and
specialized. Disadvantaged students often have to complete challenging tasks during labor education,
which not only requires strong operational abilities but also the ability to solve practical problems in
the process. Thus, labor education serves as an excellent platform for cultivating both independent
work skills and teamwork abilities. Over the course of long-term training, disadvantaged students
gradually develop independent thinking and problem-solving abilities and improve their work
efficiency and quality through constant adjustments and improvements in their methods. These
practical experiences provide valuable work experience and lay the foundation for their future success
in the workforce.!

2.3 The Role of Labor Education in Shaping Professional Qualities

Labor education plays an irreplaceable role in shaping the professional qualities of disadvantaged
students, particularly in terms of cultivating work attitudes, professional ethics, and teamwork.
Professional qualities not only relate to the enhancement of personal skills but are also a core
competitive factor in career development. Disadvantaged students often lack social experience and
therefore have certain shortcomings in professional qualities, which makes it difficult for them to adapt
once they enter the workforce. Labor education helps them build a sense of responsibility,
professionalism, and awareness of teamwork by immersing them in real work situations. During labor
education, disadvantaged students are assigned specific tasks and directly experience the value of labor
outcomes, which cultivates their sense of responsibility and professional spirit, providing strong
motivation and behavioral standards for their future careers.

In addition to developing responsibility and professionalism, labor education particularly
emphasizes the cultivation of teamwork skills. In modern workplaces, teamwork has become a key
element for improving work efficiency and solving problems. By participating in team projects and
tasks, disadvantaged students learn how to collaborate, coordinate roles, and jointly solve problems
during labor education. Labor education not only cultivates students' technical skills but also their
comprehensive qualities, especially in areas such as interpersonal communication, conflict resolution,
and time management. These qualities lay a solid foundation for students' professional development,
enabling disadvantaged students to better adapt to different work environments and enhance their
competitiveness in the workforce.[



3. Promotion Pathways of Labor Education in the Development of Vocational Skills for
Disadvantaged Students

3.1 The Role of Labor Education in Vocational Skill Development Models

Labor education plays a foundational and constructive role in vocational skill development models.
It is not only the starting point for skill development for disadvantaged students but also a core
component throughout the entire vocational education process. In modern vocational skill development
models, labor education is seen as a bridge between theoretical learning and practical application,
serving the function of transforming knowledge into skills and having a profound impact on students'
professional qualities, practical abilities, and innovative capabilities. Labor education provides students
with a direct connection to vocational practice by offering a training platform where they can engage in
specific work tasks, helping them master basic skills required by the profession, such as industry
standards, operational procedures, and technical essentials, thus facilitating their advancement to higher
levels of professional skills.

Labor education plays three key roles in this process. First, it is an indispensable practical
component in the vocational skill model. While traditional classroom teaching can impart theoretical
knowledge, it struggles to provide the hands-on training necessary to connect with real work
environments. Labor education, through authentic or simulated work scenarios, allows students to
engage in practical operations and transform the knowledge learned in the classroom into concrete
operational skills. Second, labor education helps students build a vocational skill system that matches
industry needs through multidimensional skill training. This includes not only the development of hard
skills but also the cultivation of soft skills, such as communication, coordination, and teamwork,
leading to the overall improvement of their comprehensive qualities. Lastly, through continuous skill
repetition and reinforcement, labor education enables students to progress from mastering basic skills
to more refined and specialized skills, forming industry-specific technical advantages. Therefore, labor
education not only lays a practical foundation for disadvantaged students' career development but also
realizes a deep integration of knowledge application and an all-around enhancement of skill qualities in
the vocational skill development model.

3.2 The Promotion of Skill Proficiency and Refinement through Labor Education

Labor education promotes the skill proficiency and refinement of disadvantaged students
throughout various stages of skill acquisition. In the early stages, labor education accumulates basic
operational skills through repetitive practice, gradually improving students' proficiency. This process
helps students master key points and operational details in practice, forming a solid skill foundation.
Through repeated practice and task execution, students can quickly grasp essential technical essentials
and workflows, steadily improving their work efficiency and operational accuracy.!!

However, the improvement of skill proficiency is just the preliminary stage of vocational skill
development. The higher-level function of labor education lies in advancing students' skills toward
refinement and specialization. Skill refinement is not merely about mastering basic skills but
emphasizes the ability to perform tasks accurately and pay attention to every detail in complex and
meticulous tasks. In labor education, students face increasingly complex task situations, constantly
challenging their operational limits and cultivating high standards of precision, efficiency, and quality.
This process requires students to not only have proficient operational skills but also focus on the
accuracy of details, the rationality of processes, and the technical requirements at every stage. For
example, in technology-intensive industries, students learn how to precisely adjust tools and equipment,
and how to optimize processes according to production standards, which helps improve their level of
skill refinement.

Furthermore, labor education also promotes the development of students' self-innovation awareness
during the refinement process. When facing problems and challenges in actual work, disadvantaged
students often use the experience accumulated through labor education to develop adaptive and
problem-solving capabilities. Through repeated practice, students develop a sensitivity to technical
details, enabling them to not only perform tasks efficiently but also propose optimization solutions to
improve overall precision and quality, thereby advancing their skills to higher professional levels. Thus,
labor education not only enhances disadvantaged students' proficiency but also promotes their
development towards more refined and specialized skills, increasing their technical competitiveness in
the industry.



3.3 Labor Education's Adaptation to and Innovation in Personalized Skill Demands

In today's rapidly changing job market, personalized skill demands are becoming a central
component of employment standards across various industries. Labor education, through flexible
curriculum design and practical content, provides disadvantaged students with personalized skill
development pathways, helping them gain a competitive advantage in an increasingly diverse job
market. Personalized skill demands focus on the adaptability to different career fields and job
requirements, requiring professionals to not only have solid foundational skills but also be able to
adjust their skill set based on diverse job content.

Labor education assists disadvantaged students in achieving personalized skill development through
this flexibility and adaptability. In practice, labor education designs customized training plans based on
students' interests, strengths, and career inclinations, enabling them to acquire not only core skills but
also the ability to flexibly grasp related professional skills according to future career development
needs. For instance, in highly technical positions, labor education offers in-depth industry-specific
technical training to help students precisely master advanced skills required for the job; while in
creative and service-oriented roles, it focuses more on developing students' innovative thinking,
communication abilities, and adaptability, equipping them with skills for dynamic environments and
problem-solving.[®’

Labor education also promotes innovation by fostering interdisciplinary knowledge and skill
integration, enhancing students' innovative capabilities. During practical operations, students face
challenges that require them to combine knowledge from various fields to think innovatively and apply
technology. This process not only broadens students' skill perspectives but also stimulates their ability
to innovate in areas such as technology development and process optimization. For example, in
manufacturing industries, students learn how to incorporate new technological methods into different
production processes to improve efficiency and create new products that meet market demands. In this
way, labor education offers diverse skill development pathways, helping students find opportunities for
innovation and growth in personalized skill demands.

Conclusion

Labor education plays an indispensable role in the development of vocational skills for
disadvantaged students. Its impact is not only reflected in the enhancement of skills and the cultivation
of refined abilities but also in promoting the comprehensive development of students' overall qualities.
Through a highly practical educational approach, labor education effectively addresses the gaps in
disadvantaged students' knowledge systems, professional qualities, and practical abilities, helping them
adapt to the increasingly complex professional environment. At the same time, labor education
provides personalized skill training paths for disadvantaged students, enabling them to respond flexibly
to the changing demands of the job market. In the future, labor education should further strengthen its
alignment with vocational skill standards and explore more diverse educational models to offer more
innovative and adaptable skill training solutions for disadvantaged students.
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