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Abstract: In today's cultural exchange and heritage, animation, as a modern communication medium, is 

gradually becoming an important means of expressing traditional opera characters. This paper explores 

the fusion and innovation of tradition and modernity in the aesthetics and value expression of animated 

opera characters. By analyzing the aesthetic characteristics and value expressions of traditional opera 

characters, combined with the application of modern animation techniques, this study elucidates the 

unique advantages of animation in conveying the cultural connotations of opera and social values. 

Finally, the paper proposes strategies for combining traditional aesthetics with modern technology, and 

new pathways for innovative value expression in animated media, aiming to provide theoretical support 

and practical guidance for the modernization of traditional cultural dissemination. 
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Introduction 

In the context of globalization, cultural exchange and dissemination have become increasingly 

frequent and significant. Traditional opera, as an important component of Chinese culture, with its unique 

artistic form and profound cultural connotation, needs to be inherited and promoted in modern society. 

However, the dissemination of traditional opera faces numerous challenges, including audience attrition 

and limitations in its forms of expression. Meanwhile, animation, as an emerging medium of 

communication, has become a new avenue for the dissemination of traditional culture due to its vivid 

visual effects and broad audience base. 

Studying the aesthetics and value expression of animated opera characters not only aids in the 

innovative dissemination of traditional opera art in modern society but also breathes new life into it 

through modern technological means. This paper aims to provide theoretical support and practical 

guidance for the modernization of traditional cultural dissemination. 

1 Aesthetics and Values of Traditional Opera Characters 



1.1 Aesthetic Characteristics of Traditional Opera Characters 

Traditional opera, as a treasure of Chinese cultural arts, possesses distinctive artistic styles and 

cultural connotations in its character aesthetics. These aesthetic characteristics are not only reflected in 

the external design of the characters but are also deeply embedded in the performance techniques and 

inherent qualities of the characters. 

1.1.1 Highly Stylized and Symbolic Character Design 

The design of traditional opera characters' costumes, makeup, headwear, and props is highly stylized 

and symbolic, meticulously crafted to reflect specific social statuses, personality traits, and emotional 

states. For example, in Peking Opera, the four main role types—sheng (male roles), dan (female roles), 

jing (painted face roles), and chou (clown roles)—each have distinct costume styles and color schemes. 

These costumes are not only beautiful and ornate but also rich in cultural symbols and meanings. 

Additionally, facial makeup (lianpu), an essential part of opera makeup, uses different colors and patterns 

to depict the character's traits and destiny. For instance, a red face symbolizes loyalty and courage, a 

black face signifies integrity, and a white face denotes treachery.[1] 

1.1.2 Unique Aesthetic Value in Performance Techniques 

Traditional opera emphasizes "stylization" in performance, using fixed movements, steps, gestures, 

and eye expressions to convey the character's inner emotions and the plot. These stylized performances 

not only enhance the visual appeal and artistic value of the opera but also standardize and unify character 

portrayals. For example, the "circular walking" steps and "water sleeves" techniques in Peking Opera 

exhibit the character's elegance and agility through fluid and graceful movements. Furthermore, singing 

and recitation, vital components of opera performance, use modulated tones and rhythmic patterns to 

express the character's emotional fluctuations and plot developments. 

1.1.3 Inherent Qualities and Spiritual Essence 

The aesthetic characteristics of traditional opera characters are also manifested in their inherent 

qualities and spiritual essence. Opera performance is not merely an external display but also a medium 

to convey profound cultural connotations and spiritual values through character portrayal. For instance, 

Mei Lanfang's portrayal of Yang Guifei in "The Drunken Concubine" vividly expresses Yang Guifei's 

beauty and sorrow through delicate performance and expressive eyes, deeply moving the audience. This 

expression of inner qualities gives opera characters a timeless artistic charm and emotional impact. 

1.2 Value Expression of Traditional Opera Characters 

Traditional opera, as a significant carrier of Chinese traditional culture, not only showcases distinct 

aesthetic characteristics in its characters but also embodies profound values and ethics. These values are 

conveyed to the audience through the characters' actions and the unfolding of the plot, forming an 

essential part of the opera's artistic content. 

1.2.1 Conveying Core Values such as Loyalty, Filial Piety, Integrity, and Righteousness 

In traditional Chinese society, values like loyalty, filial piety, integrity, and righteousness are 

considered the highest ethical standards. Opera characters vividly present these values through specific 

plots and behaviors. For instance, in the Peking Opera "The Generals of the Yang Family," the loyalty 

and self-sacrifice of the Yang family generals exemplify the values of loyalty and patriotism. Similarly, 



in "The Story of Yue Fei," Yue Fei's devotion to the country and respect for his mother represent the 

moral ideal of combining loyalty and filial piety. These characters, through their loyal, filial, and 

righteous actions, educate and inspire the audience, promoting traditional Chinese virtues.[2] 

1.2.2 Reflecting Complex Social Ethics and Moral Concepts through Plot and Relationships 

Traditional opera characters also showcase intricate social ethics and moral concepts through their 

storylines and relationships. For example, the love story between Du Liniang and Liu Mengmei in the 

Kunqu opera "The Peony Pavilion" not only portrays individual desires for romantic freedom but also 

highlights the oppressive nature of feudal rites and social constraints on human nature. Through the 

characters' fortunes and emotional entanglements, the audience perceives the ethical and moral conflicts 

of traditional society, as well as the tension between the individual and society. This profound reflection 

on social ethics and moral concepts endows opera characters with educational significance beyond mere 

entertainment. 

Additionally, traditional opera characters convey positive life values through their spiritual pursuits 

and ideals. For instance, in the Peking Opera "Farewell My Concubine," Consort Yu, in the face of Xiang 

Yu's defeat, demonstrates unwavering loyalty and an unyielding spirit. Similarly, in "The Legend of the 

White Snake," Bai Suzhen's fearless pursuit of happiness in love illustrates the value of love above all 

else. These characters, through their noble spiritual pursuits and steadfast ideals, inspire the audience to 

strive for a better life. 

2 Modern Aesthetics and Values in Animated Opera Characters 

2.1 Application of Modern Animation Technology in Opera Character Design 

The rapid development of modern animation technology has provided unprecedented possibilities for 

the design and representation of traditional opera characters. In animated opera character design, 

advanced technologies such as 3D modeling, virtual reality (VR), and augmented reality (AR) can 

achieve a highly accurate and innovative expression of traditional opera aesthetics. 

2.1.1 Enhancement of Visual Effects and Detail Representation through 3D Modeling 

The application of 3D modeling in opera character design greatly enhances visual effects and detail 

representation. Through 3D modeling, the intricate costumes, makeup, and props of opera characters can 

be meticulously recreated, ensuring a high degree of artistic realism. For instance, the complex costumes 

and exquisite makeup of opera characters can be displayed with rich textures and color layers through 

high-precision modeling and rendering techniques, making the characters more lifelike. Additionally, 3D 

animation technology can simulate the movements and expressions of opera characters, enabling realistic 

performances and interactions in virtual spaces, thereby enhancing audience immersion and 

engagement.[3] 

2.1.2 Virtual Reality (VR) Provides a New Viewing Experience for Opera Character Design 

VR technology allows audiences to immerse themselves in the virtual world of opera performances 

by wearing VR headsets, interacting with characters, and experiencing the charm of opera performances 

firsthand. This immersive experience not only enhances the expressiveness of opera characters but also 

attracts more young audiences to appreciate traditional opera art. Moreover, VR technology can be used 

for virtual rehearsals and performances of opera characters, enabling actors to practice roles and 



movements in a virtual environment, improving performance accuracy and artistic quality. 

2.1.3 Augmented Reality (AR) Integrates Virtual Characters into the Real World 

AR technology brings virtual characters into the real world, creating more interactive and engaging 

viewing experiences. For example, the Shanghai Opera Art Center launched an application called 

"Peking Opera VR," which recreates classic Peking Opera performances through virtual reality 

technology. When audiences wear VR headsets, they can immerse themselves in the Peking Opera stage, 

interact closely with characters, and even experience performance details and movements in a virtual 

environment. This new viewing experience not only revitalizes traditional Peking Opera but also attracts 

a large number of young audiences. The combination of virtual and real viewing methods increases the 

expressiveness and appeal of opera characters and expands the dissemination channels of opera art, 

making it more accessible to modern audiences' lifestyles and entertainment needs. 

2.2 Value Expression in Modern Animation 

Modern animation not only innovatively recreates the aesthetics of traditional opera characters but 

also enriches their connotations and contemporary significance through value expression. In modern 

animation, value expression inherits the core values of traditional opera and integrates diverse cultures 

and emerging concepts from modern society, making characters more relevant and socially impactful.[4] 

2.2.1 Conveying Multicultural and Inclusive Values through Character and Plot Design 

In the context of globalization, cultural diversity and inclusivity have become important social 

development concepts. Modern animation incorporates various cultural elements and values into opera 

character design, making character images more diverse and rich. For instance, the animated film 

"Mulan" not only showcases traditional Chinese culture but also integrates Western values such as female 

independence and individual heroism. Mulan, in the film, represents a brave woman loyal to her family 

and country, demonstrating resilience and courage in facing challenges. This character design makes 

"Mulan" widely popular globally, serving as an example of conveying multicultural and inclusive values. 

Through such expressions of diverse values, animation can attract audiences from different cultural 

backgrounds and promote understanding and exchange among various cultures. 

2.2.2 Reflecting Social Realities and Modern Emotional Needs 

Modern animation focuses on reflecting social realities and modern emotional needs through the 

stories of opera characters. Many contemporary animated works explore themes such as family 

relationships, friendship, love, and self-realization in the context of traditional opera characters. These 

themes resonate with the audience's life experiences, eliciting emotional responses and reflections. For 

instance, through the growth and struggles of opera characters in animation, audiences can feel the power 

of courage, resilience, and perseverance, inspiring and motivating them. 

2.2.3 Emphasizing Modern Issues such as Environmental Protection, Technological Progress, and 

Social Justice 

Modern animation also addresses modern issues such as environmental protection, technological 

progress, and social justice through value expression. For example, through the environmental actions 

and technological innovations of opera characters in animation, audiences can recognize the importance 

of environmental protection and the power of technological advancements. Simultaneously, by 

portraying characters' pursuits of fairness, justice, and social harmony in stories, audiences can appreciate 



the significance of social responsibility and moral obligations. This focus on modern issues imbues 

animated works with not only entertainment value but also educational significance and social 

responsibility. 

3 Fusion and Innovation of Tradition and Modernity 

3.1 Combining Traditional Aesthetics with Modern Technology 

In the design of animated opera characters, the combination of traditional aesthetics and modern 

technology is not only necessary for cultural inheritance but also an inevitable choice for innovative 

development. 

3.1.1 Core of Traditional Aesthetics: Highly Stylized and Symbolic Expression 

The costumes, makeup, movements, and vocal styles of traditional opera characters are unique 

aesthetic symbols formed through long-term artistic accumulation. These symbols not only have visual 

appeal but also carry rich cultural connotations and historical memories. Preserving these traditional 

aesthetic elements in animated character design ensures high cultural recognition and artistic value. For 

example, in the animated series "The Legend of Peking Opera Cats," the character design fully retains 

the traditional aesthetic elements of Peking Opera. The characters' costumes adopt typical Peking Opera 

styles, such as the majestic robes of sheng roles, the luxurious phoenix crowns and capes of dan roles, 

the exaggerated facial makeup of jing roles, and the humorous outfits of chou roles. The makeup design 

follows traditional facial makeup (lianpu) patterns, where different colors and designs convey the 

characters' personalities and destinies. The movements are also inspired by Peking Opera's stylized 

actions, like the flowing movements of water sleeves and the martial prowess of military roles, adding 

artistic rhythm and beauty to each action.[5] 

3.1.2 Modern Technology Enables Dynamic and Interactive Expression of Traditional Aesthetics 

Technologies like VR, AR, and real-time rendering allow for the digital reproduction of traditional 

opera's stylized performances, offering an immersive experience of opera's charm in a virtual 

environment. For instance, VR technology enables audiences to wear VR headsets and enter a virtual 

opera stage, interact with characters, and experience their emotions and actions firsthand. This immersive 

experience not only enhances viewing effects but also increases audience engagement and memorable 

moments. 

3.1.3 Creative Reconstruction of Traditional Aesthetic Elements through Modern Animation 

Technology 

Digital painting and dynamic effects can vividly and fluidly represent traditional opera props like 

water sleeves and fans, enhancing the characters' expressiveness and artistic appeal. This creative 

reconstruction not only breathes new life into traditional aesthetic elements but also stimulates audience 

imagination and resonance, making it more attuned to modern aesthetic preferences. 

3.2 Innovative Pathways for Value Expression 

In animated opera character design, value expression is not only a crucial aspect of character creation 

but also an important means of cultural transmission and social education. Innovatively expressing 

traditional values allows opera characters to continue their cultural influence and social functions in 



modern society, enhancing audience emotional resonance and identification. 

3.2.1 Core of Traditional Values: Ethical Standards like Loyalty, Filial Piety, Integrity, and 

Righteousness 

These values are vividly embodied in traditional opera characters through their words and actions. In 

modern animation, innovatively expressing these traditional values can make them more relatable to 

contemporary audiences' emotional needs and value orientations. This fusion retains the essence of 

traditional values while imbuing them with new contemporary significance. For example, an animated 

character can embody both traditional virtues and the pursuit of freedom and equality, allowing audiences 

to appreciate the harmonious coexistence of traditional and modern values.[6] 

3.2.2 Emphasizing Multicultural Integration and Social Realities in Value Expression 

In the context of globalization, cultural diversity and inclusivity have become important societal 

trends. Incorporating elements from different cultures can enrich the characters' cultural connotations 

and expressions, enhancing their international appeal and attractiveness. For instance, the animated film 

"Zootopia" presents a multicultural animal society, conveying values of inclusion and equality. The 

characters, from various animal species with unique cultural backgrounds and personalities, demonstrate 

respect and inclusivity in their coexistence and cooperation. The partnership between Judy and Nick 

breaks racial barriers and showcases the importance of collaboration and understanding. This film's 

intricate character and plot design profoundly reflect modern society's multiculturalism and inclusivity, 

attracting audiences from diverse cultural backgrounds and promoting cultural understanding and 

exchange. 

3.2.3 Addressing Contemporary Issues and Real-World Problems in Value Expression 

Modern animation should focus on contemporary issues and real-world problems through the stories 

of opera characters. Topics like environmental protection, technological progress, and social justice can 

enhance the social responsibility and educational significance of animated works. For example, 

characters can demonstrate environmental protection through actions, showcase technological 

innovations, and pursue social justice, reflecting contemporary concerns and values. This focus on 

modern issues not only makes characters more relatable to audiences' lives and psychological needs but 

also prompts reflection and resonance, increasing the social impact of the works. 

3.3 Innovative Strategies for Value Expression 

3.3.1 Innovative Story Design 

Designing stories with modern social contexts and realistic significance allows characters to 

showcase the integration and fusion of traditional and modern values when facing various challenges and 

decisions. For instance, a story about technological progress and environmental protection can depict 

characters' growth and transformation, illustrating how they uphold traditional virtues while adapting to 

and embracing modern societal concepts. 

3.3.2 Diverse Character Design 

Incorporating elements of diverse cultures into character design enriches and diversifies their images. 

For example, designing a character that combines traditional opera costume features with modern fashion 

elements can retain traditional beauty while adding modern and stylish appeal. This design not only 



enhances the characters' visual attractiveness but also captures the attention and affection of younger 

audiences. 

3.3.3 Multimedia and Cross-Platform Dissemination 

Using multimedia and cross-platform dissemination can convey the stories and values of animated 

opera characters to a wider audience. For instance, promoting animated opera characters' stories and 

values through social media, video platforms, and interactive games allows them to exert influence across 

various media and platforms. This approach not only expands the dissemination scope of animated opera 

characters but also enhances audience interaction and engagement. 

Conclusion 

The study of aesthetics and value expression in animated opera characters reveals the immense 

potential of integrating tradition with modernity. The application of modern animation technology not 

only precisely recreates the aesthetic characteristics of traditional opera characters but also endows them 

with new forms of expression, making them more appealing to contemporary audiences. In terms of 

value expression, combining traditional values with modern societal values allows animated opera 

characters to resonate more deeply with the lives and psychological needs of modern audiences, 

enhancing their sense of identification and acceptance. 

Future research should continue to deepen the integration of traditional aesthetics with modern 

technology, exploring more innovative pathways for value expression. The continuous advancement of 

technology will bring more possibilities for the design of animated opera characters, ensuring their 

relevance and appeal in a rapidly evolving cultural landscape. 
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